THE   DEFENCE   OF   DEMOCRACY
finds its opportunity in the moral confusion thus
created,
It may be said that such things have happened be-
fore and will happen again, and that by such means
the Socialist' revolution was actually achieved in
Russia. It is indeed true that by these means the
Russian Revolution was turned into quasi-socialist
channels; but the more relevant truth is that a political
revolution had occurred in Russia, before the Bolshe-
vists intervened, and that a mighty political revolution
would have happened there even if the Bolshevists
had never been heard of. The political revolution of
Russia was an accomplished fact long before Lenin
arrived in Petrograd.
What the Democratic Socialist needs is not a creed
that will enable him to convert existing or probable
political revolution into quasi-socialist revolution; but
one that will enable him to help towards a social
revolution where no probability of political revolution
exists. And this, which is his real problem, is ignored,
first silently by Marx himself and then elaborately and
deliberately by Marx-Leninism, Whereas Marxism
would have been compelled, if left to itself, either to
die of its own political irrelevance, or to be transformed
in the effort of grappling with the reality of the problem
of democracy into a movement of religious socialism,
Marx-Leninism has raised this irrelevance to the
dignity not merely of an orthodoxy, which would have
been bad enough, but to that of an orthodoxy with an
Empire to back it, which is pernicious*
By adhering to this alien orthodoxy, men cut them-
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